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Friends Meeting at Cambridge
February 2010

We admit that our community life has included pettiness, insensibility, harsh judgment, and irresponsibility. We have spoken when we
might better have been silent, and we have been silent when we might better have spoken. We left things to God when we could have
helped, and we have tried to do it ourselves when we could have turned to God. We acknowledge that at times even our weaknesses have

been used to God’s purposes.

- Beth Bussiere-Nichols, Portland Friends Meeting State of Society Report, 1999

Monthly Business Meeting in Worship:
1:15 p Sunday February 14

Potluck Lunch at 12 noon

Tentative agenda for February will include annual
reports from the Pope Fund, Membership Cmte, Exhibits
Cmite and the First Day School Coordinator.

All are welcome, newcomers and old-timers! We want
to make childcare available so families can attend the
business meeting. If you think you will need childcare
please let Mary Coelho know a week in advance by
email or phone, mccoelho@comcast.net or
617-876-1669. We will try to meet requests that are
received three or more days in advance, but it may not be
possible.

Forums for February:
February 7 No forum: extended worship
February 14 Early Quakers and the Jews
- Leslie Higgins-Biddle
February 21 Developing FMC's Priorities for
FCNL’s Legislative Work

- lan Harrington & Mary Gilbert

February 28 Dignity, Dependence, Denial: Starting

to Deal with End-of-Life Issues
- Cynthia Knowles

Forums are usually guided discussions in the spirit of worship-sharing, on topics central to Quakers and FMC. They take
place in the parlor from 9:30 to 10:15 am on Sundays. Childcare is provided in the nursery beginning at 9:15. We shut the
parlor doors at 9:30 because of the bustle of Friends arriving. If the door is closed when you get there, please slip in and
close it after you. Out of respect for the presenters, please plan to arrive by 9:30.

FMC Events and News

Please help us go greener!

We are still printing over 500 paper copies of the
Bulletin each month. Would you be willing to receive an
electronic version instead of receiving a paper copy?
Send your email address to fmcQuaker@iecc.com and
we’ll send you a brief email each month with a PDF file
directly to your address.

From Trustees and Ministry & Counsel

Looking to reduce our oil use, green house emissions
and energy costs we are planning to keep the Meeting
House a little cooler on Sunday mornings during the
heating season. Nothing extreme is planned but you
might want to wear layers or keep your coat close at
hand.

Extended Meeting for Worship

An opportunity for an extended Meeting for Worship
will be offered on Sunday, February 7, from 9:30 to
11:30 am in order to deepen our worship experience.
There will be no forum on this day. The doors to the
Meeting room will remain open until 10:40 as usual so
that participants may freely come and go during worship.
As we enter with our squeaky boots, those who are
already centered are encouraged to welcome each of us
into the gathered meeting. Remember that Meeting is
always open to the last person who arrives. Children are
welcome for any part of the Meeting for Worship. Child
care will be available from 9:15 on and Family Worship
will begin at 10:30 as usual.
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Celebrate Chuck Woodbury’s 90th Birthday

11:45 a Sun, Feb 7

Our beloved member Chuck Woodbury turns 90 on

February 6! We will celebrate this happy event at the rise
of meeting on Sunday, February 7 in the Friends Room.
If you would like to send Chuck your greetings or share a
memory, please bring a card or written reminiscence to
include in a book for Chuck. You may also send/email
such greetings to Jane Jackson,
janejackson8@hotmail.com or 35 Winchester Drive,
Lexington MA 02420. There will be birthday cake!

Jr./Sr. High Meeting for Worship  10:30 a Sun, Feb 7

Junior and senior high youth will gather in the Parlor at
10:30 and will join others in meeting for worship in the
meeting house shortly thereafter. Immediately following
worship, we will move to the Parlor to reflect upon our
experiences. Contact Tom Ash at
fmcResident@iecc.com

Fire in the Meeting House ! Sun, Feb 7 & 21
Reminder: Following our practice of having a fire in
the Meeting House fireplace each first and third Sunday
at this time of year, there will be a fire on February 7"

and again on February 21°.

"Yoga Between Friends" Workshops
3-4:30 p Sun, Feb 7, Mar 7

Marriage and Family Life Committee is sponsoring 2
more Kundalini Yoga workshops, taught by Patti
Muldoon. (Yes, you can invite your "small ‘f* friends,
too!). A free-will donation of $20 is requested for each
workshop, with all proceeds being donated to the
Meeting. Please email Patti at
pmmgauaker@houserock.org to let her know if you plan
to attend or if you have questions. Bring a yoga mat and
blanket if you can.

Peace and Social Concerns Committee Sponsors
Slide Show 12:30 p Sun, Feb 7
Come to Skip Schiel’s latest slide show, Gaza

Steadfast, based on his recent work with the AFSC youth

program, Gaza, last summer in Gaza. After his

photographic presentation there will be conversation with
refreshments. Contact Skip at 617-441-7756 or
skipschiel@gmail.com

M&C Retreat in Cambridge
7-9 p Fri, Feb 12 & 9a-4 p Sat, Feb 13

Who are we? Speaking Our Truth. Do we need a
shared identity? If so, what is it?

M&C is sponsoring a retreat to continue our work
around community. Come for part if you cannot come
for all. Bring a brown-bag lunch on Saturday. If you
want childcare, please call or email Mary Coelho a week
ahead. Contact: Sandy Sweetnam at
sandysweetnam@comcast.net or 617-864-3751.

Aging Grace-Fully 12:45-2:15 p Sun, Feb 21

On Sunday February 21%, after a brown-bag lunch, the
Care and Support Subcommittee on Aging is sponsoring
a special event featuring an improvisational performance
by True Story Theater (www.truestorytheater.org) on the
topic of aging grace-fully.

All are welcome but older members and attenders are
especially encouraged to attend.

Audience members will be invited to share personal
stories about aging and related issues. Troupe members
will faithfully interpret these stories as a way to uncover
shared experiences and common bonds as well as to
build a sense of community around the subject of aging.
Contacts: George Capaccio 781-641-9846, Dinah Starr
617-567-4958, Tom Ash 617-876-1868 and Holly Lapp
508-655-6632.

Prison Fellowship 5:30 p Wed, Feb 23
Individuals pursuing various forms of prison ministry
as well as individuals wishing to learn more about prison-

related issues will gather for our monthly meeting.
Although we won't begin formally addressing the
evening's agenda until around 6:30 pm, those who can
arrive early will share a pot luck supper beginning at
5:30. Newcomers are always welcome; please join us at
whatever time your schedule permits. We usually
adjourn between 8:30 and 9:00.

Deadline for Winter Special Sources Grant
Applications Wed, Feb 24
Though this year's was the final gift from the

anonymous donor that has funded the special sources

grants for several years, the end of this source of support

for the leadings of individual Friends is not quite nigh! A

small amount of money remains, so the Special Sources

Grants Committee is inviting applications for a mid-

winter round, due February 24™. The committee

particularly encourages the meeting's high school and
college-aged youth to submit proposals for spring break
or summer opportunities to pursue spiritual growth or
further environmental, peace, or social justice, or other

Quaker concerns. Applications are available in the office

beginning December 14" and questions may be directed

to co-clerks Cornelia Tierney

(corneliatierney@comcast.net) or Lisa Lineweaver

(Hineweaver@gmail.com).

Marriage & Family Life Sponsors FMC Game
Nights 7-9 p Fri, Feb 26, Mar 26
A new year, a new decade, and change is in the air.

Don’t complain about the weather or about zero money

to go out. Come to a Game Night at the Friends Center.

Bring your favorite board game, card game, table game

or cooperative game to share with friends. All ages, all

abilities, no pressure. For questions or to help out contact

Susan Knight 617-661-1239 or powerskni@aol.com
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Meeting for Worship next to Textron Defense

Systems 11:00 a Sun, Feb 21

Join members of Cambridge Friends, every third
Sunday, next to a sign reading Quakers Praying for
Peace. We meet in worshipful silence adjacent to the
grounds where Textron, Defense Systems manufactures
the notorious cluster bomb. It should be noted that this
gathering is a Meeting not a "protest”. Its intent is, in
part, to bring Friends closer together in an activity which
touches us all as Quakers.

Directions: Exit 38 (just North of intersection with 1-95)
off 1-93N. Go West to Wilmington 1.8 miles. Textron is
on the left. Park on the left in an old parking lot just
before the Textron parking lot. Carpooling from the
meeting house is available, leaving at 9:45 am.

For information, contact Don Gianinny at
dgianniny@rcn.com 617-787-0856 or Michael Carey at
michale.carey@comcast.com or 617-497-6732.

Dignity, Dependence, Denial: Starting to Deal with

End-of-Life Issues 9:30 a & 1 p Sun, Feb 28

Maybe you don’t want to think about it, but maybe
someone you love is getting older and frailer. Maybe
you are trying to face the realization of your own decline
some day. We plan for marriages, careers, retirement,
vacations. .. but have we planned for how we will face
our deaths? How much control can or should we have?
Would you want to hasten your own death? If so, under
what circumstances? What choices are there to make
now or later? What are the ethical and spiritual
implications? Cynthia Knowles will facilitate a
discussion about end-of-life decisions. The discussion
will begin at the Forum and continue at 1:00 pm,
following the potluck. Cynthia is a board-certified
chaplain, hospice spiritual care counselor, and a member
of this meeting. Contact her for more information:
603-438-9461, cynthia@iecc.com

In the event of an adjourned Meeting for Worship
for Business, the discussion will follow the rise of
Meeting for Worship.

Annual Staff Evaluations: Your Comments Needed
by Sunday, February 28"

Your input as a member of the FMC community is
needed to complete the meeting's annual staff evaluation
process. All committees, members and attenders are
invited and requested to send their comments and
feedback on our principal staff: John Field, Facilities
Manager; Linda Jenkins, Meeting Secretary; and
Rebecca Grunko, First Day School Coordinator.
(Because Tom Ash’s service as Friend in Residence will
end on June 30, 2010, he will not be formally evaluated
this year.) Please consider both what is working well and
what could be improved: What are the staft person’s
strengths in the job? Do you have any concerns or

recommendations? The Personnel Committee would
prefer to have comments e-mailed to
david.anick@rcn.com but you can also drop a sealed note
in the Personnel Committee mailbox by February 28™.

If you interact with nursery workers, the Youth
Program Coordinator or other part-time staff, your input
on their work is also welcome. If you care to comment
on staff who work with youth, please email directly to
Rebecca Grunko at rgrunko@yahoo.com or drop a
sealed note in her mailbox in the Library. Comments
about Center residents or those who host on evenings and
weekends can be emailed to John Field at
fmcFacility@iecc.com or sealed notes can go in his
mailbox.

In carrying out annual staff evaluations, the meeting’s
supervisory and personnel committees rely on the candid
input of members of our community. Among Friends,
direct communication is often the best way to
communicate concerns, and we encourage you to speak
your appreciations and concerns directly to staff as seems
appropriate. We also understand that genuine and
appropriate regard for the feelings of others can prevent
people from making critical comments. To encourage
full participation in this important process, we will keep
your name confidential if you so request. However, all
comments must be signed in order for us to consider
them. Our practice will be to include the authors’ names
with the comments when they go to staff, unless you
have requested otherwise.

If you have a particular concern about some aspect of
staff performance, and are reticent for any reason to
submit that concern through the regular evaluation
process, please speak with Jane Jackson or Wendy
Sanford, co-clerks of Personnel, any member of the
Personnel Committee, or with Nancy Ruggiero, presiding
clerk of the meeting. All such conversations will be
strictly confidential. Thank you for your help and
guidance.

Youth Programs Trip to Peace Abbey 9 aSun, Feb 28
TheYouth Group will travel to the Peace Abbey in
Sherborn for morning of interfaith worship, afternoon
tour of abbey, and closing ritual circle. Details to follow
by email, "blue™ mail, and at announcements at rise of
worship. For information, contact Charlene Vincent at
857-928-8922 or vincentcharlene@yahoo.com

Bereavement Group

The bereavement group is a place where participants
can bring grief and other feelings associated with loss
regardless of whether it is recent or long-standing. We
can't meet the 4™ Sunday but we are still available to
meet as need arises. Please contact George Campbell
617-527-8169 or Mary Hopkins 617-389-2566 to make
arrangements.
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Recycle Any Ink to Benefit FMC

Drop off any empty ink or toner cartridge at FMC and
we get $3 off on office/cleaning supplies when we
recycle them at Staples. There is a drop-off box in the
FMC office. Thanks for helping FMC and the
environment.

Save the Date!

FORJ Friday Fri, March 12
Friends for Racial Justice presents: Come to watch and
discuss Disney's "classic," Peter Pan. Discussion will
center around the racism and sexism prevalent in the
movie and how these types of stereotypes become part of

our collective childhood. Pizza dinner will begin the
evening. Childcare will be provided. For information,
contact Lili Schwan-Rosenwald Ischwanr@yahoo.com
or 617-642-1102.

All-Meeting Retreat in Alfred Maine March 19-21

This event will be sponsored by Fellowship & Outreach
Committee and Membership, with the theme: What
Makes Us Come Alive? See the Registration Form
included in this Bulletin. Contact Tom O’Connor at
tomomaine@gmail.com or 617-965-3551 or David Rush
at david.rush@tufts.edu or 617-547-8467.

Personal news of members and attenders

Cieorge Campbell's mother-in-law died December
25",

Kathy Coletta’s father, George Peter Gross, passed
away Dec. 23" at the age of 70 after a long illness.

The Wider Quaker World

Midwinter Gathering of Friends for

LGBTQ Concerns Feb12-15

All Friends are warmly invited to the 2010 Midwinter
Gathering of Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer Concerns at the Graymoor
Spiritual Life Center in the Hudson Valley of New York
State. Friends for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
and Queer Concerns is a North American Quaker faith
community that affirms that of God in all people.
Gathering twice yearly for worship and play, we draw
sustenance from each other and from the Spirit for our
work and life in the world. We are learning that radical
inclusion and radical love bring further light to Quaker
testimony and life.

Details on childcare, financial aid, transportation, our
program, and the site are available online at
http://sites.google.com/site/midwinter2010 or by
contacting us at nymidwinter@gmail.com,
410-236-3372. Registration materials are also available
at that website. Register early to ensure on-site housing!

FWCC Annual Meeting March 18-21

All Friends are welcome to come to the Annual
Meeting of the Section of the Americas of Friends World
Committee for Consultation near Baltimore, MD.
Registration and information is now available on our
website, www.fwccamericas.orq

The FWCC Annual Meeting is the business meeting of
Friends representing affiliated yearly meetings in the
Americas and other interested Friends. Itis also an
opportunity for worship and fellowship with the wider
Quaker world. Thus, business sessions, worship groups,
regional meetings and workshops are open to all.

North Carolina pastor Deborah Suess will bring the
keynote message on Friday evening, March 19". There
will be events specifically for young adult Friends who
attend.

The North American YAF Gathering May 28-31
Service Project & Great Plains YM June 1-6

The North American Young Adult Friend planning
committee is excited to announce that University Friends
Meeting (Richmond IN) is inviting Young Adult Friends
(aged 18-35) from across North America to come
together Friday, May 28 - Monday, May 31, 2010, in
Wichita, Kansas. Itis our prayer that this will be a time
for young adult Friends from a wide variety of Yearly
Meetings to gather to worship God, share in fellowship,
and grow together in our faith as Friends.

Following the gathering, there will be an opportunity
for a shared service project, Tuesday, June 1 -
Thursday, June 3. YAFs will work together to let our
faith shine, demonstrating our love for the people of
Wichita. Finally, Thursday, June 3 - Sunday, June 6,
Great Plains Yearly Meeting invites Friends to join them
for their annual sessions, also held in Wichita.

For information, contact Kim Allen at
yafcoord@neym.org or 207-754-9353.

Vacancies at the Beacon Hill Friends House

Beacon Hill Friends House is a Quaker-sponsored
community of 21 people, open to people of all religions
and backgrounds. Quakerism encourages peace and
social concerns. We make decisions in house meetings
using consensus. Everyone attends two house meetings a
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month, at least three of the five meals a week cooked by
our kitchen manager, serves on a couple of committees,
completes a chore once a week, and is generally helpful
around the house. If you are committed to the challenge

of making a home with individuals of diverse interests
and ages, our community may be an ideal place for you
to live. Email the Residency Manager at
directors@bhfh.org to request an application..

Minutes, Committee Reports, and Other Documents

Minutes of the 1/10/2109 Meeting for Worship for

Business

Nancy Ruggiero, presiding, and Bruce Steiner,
recording

Friends Meeting at Cambridge met in a scheduled
Business Meeting in Worship on first day, first month 10,
2010, at 1:15 pm in the Friends Room with some 40 in
attendance. During a period of open worship, Nancy
Ruggiero quoted from Isaac Penington, 1616 - 1679:

Know the Light, the eternal light of life, its glimmerings
and shinings in thy heart. This light comes from the rock,
and leads thee to the rock, and if thou wilt follow it, it will
fix thee on the rock, and thou shalt not be shaken.

Ad Hoc Fundraising Committee Membership
2010-1

Presiding Clerk Nancy Ruggiero recommended the

addition of Mary Hopkins, Kathleen Kelly, and Robert

Snyder to the ad hoc Fundraising Committee established

with Brian Corr as convener, as recorded in Minute

2009-98. This committee will be enlarged as needed.
The meeting approved this recommendation.

Transfer of Anne Kriebel’s Membership to Fresh
Pond 2010-2
For the Membership Committee, David Rush reported

that Anne Kriebel has requested the transfer of her

membership to Fresh Pond (MA) Monthly Meeting.
The meeting approved this transfer with regret.

Marriage and Family Life Committee Annual Report
2010-3

For Marriage and Family Life, Elizabeth Claggett-
Borne noted the committee’s annual report, which had
appeared in the January Bulletin. She stressed that the
committee would like to be more available to the larger
Meeting. How should the committee do that? She asked
how individuals search to be a child of God. How can
the committee help individuals when they have concerns
about their home life?

Appreciation was expressed for the committee’s
exploration of support for individuals and families. It
was suggested that the organization of local groups of
Meeting community members be explored.

The meeting accepted the annual report with
appreciation.

Marriage of Catherine Preston and Kevin Connelly
2010-4

For Marriage and Family Life, Elizabeth Claggett-
Borne reported that the committee had found Catherine
Preston and Kevin Connelly clear for marriage,
scheduled for June 26™. The committee recommended a
Care of Wedding Committee consisting of George
Campbell, John Cook, Kristin Gilbert, and Patti
Muldoon, Clerk.

The Meeting accepted this report with pleasure and
approved the formation of the Care of Wedding
Committee.

Good Friday Witness for Peace 2010-5
For Ministry and Counsel, Kitty Rush requested
approval of the traditional Good Friday Witness for
Peace on April 2, starting with meeting for worship at
10 am at Beacon Hill Friends House, continuing as a
vigil on Boston Common, and concluding with another,
briefer period of worship and hot refreshments at Beacon
Hill Friends House, ending about 2:30 pm. People are
welcome to come and leave at any time.
The meeting approved this witness for peace.

Approval of Joseph Tierney as Treasurer  2010-6
For the Nominating Committee, Jonathan VVogel-Borne
nominated Joseph Tierney as Treasurer. The meeting
approved this nomination with great pleasure. The
Recording Clerk duly cast one vote for Joseph Tierney as
Treasurer. Appreciation for the long service of William
Satterthwaite as Treasurer was enthusiastically expressed.

Response of the Membership Committee to
Suggestions of the Ad Hoc Commiittee 2010-7
For the Membership Committee, Anne Thompson

responded to suggestions of the Ad Hoc Committee to

Address the Financial Crisis at FMC that the

Membership Committee: 1) consider, design, and

implement an outreach process to expand membership,

2) work with existing members to enhance the

experience of community and commitment, and 3) report

back at the December Business Meeting. Although
ready for presentation to the December Business Meeting
in Worship as suggested, this response had to be
postponed to this meeting because of the extraordinarily
full agenda for the December meeting.
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The Committee believes that any increase in size of
membership in FMC that is possible short term would
have minimal impact on our financial shortfall and
indeed might actually be counterproductive to the quality
of our Meeting, as some complain that FMC is already
too large. The Committee feels that Quaker Quest would
be difficult to implement here in view of the lack of
response to a forum on this subject last year.

The Committee finds that the quality of membership
may be more important than the size of the Meeting. The
Committee would like to see a program of "inreach," a
deep and thoughtful exploration of who we are and what
we think we have to offer, both to ourselves and to the
outside world. The daylong retreat on sharing our
spiritual experiences, which was held here in October,
was very successful and a good beginning for this kind of
inreach.

The commitment of becoming a member was
recognized as important, while acknowledging the
important contributions of attenders. Encouragement of
young attenders to become young members was urged,
and indeed welcomed by the committee as a desirable
goal. We were reminded that a shared responsibility for
acting as welcomers is inherent in our shared role as
ministers. Colored coffee cups for visitors were
suggested. Intentional listening was stressed as
important, if sometimes painful. It was suggested that
Care and Support, Fellowship and Outreach, and
Membership might meet together on this subject.
Perhaps other committees might share the responsibility
of welcoming newcomers as well. Our public role
inherent as one of the largest un-programmed Quaker
congregations was invoked. It was acknowledged that
“Be ye whole” is a more manageable goal than is “Be ye
perfect.” Underlying everything that was said, there was
a deeply felt desire that we work together as a
community to nurture and support attenders, new
members, and one another.

The meeting accepted the committee report with
particular gratitude for its timely response to suggestions
of the ad hoc Committee.

The meeting closed at 3:33 pm, preparing to meet again
as the way opens in its scheduled business meeting in
worship on first day, second month 14, 2010, at 1:15 pm
in the Friends Room.

commitment and report back to Monthly Meeting at our
December Meeting.

We believe that the increase in size of membership in
FMC that is possible short term will have minimal
impact on our financial shortfall. We also think that
increasing membership may actually be
counterproductive to the quality of our Meeting since
some people already complain that FMC is too large.

Quaker Quest would be difficult to implement here
because the commitment required would be huge, in
terms both of labor and expense. Last year a Forum
introduced the outlines of the Quaker Quest program and
although attenders found this forum interesting and
engaging, there simply was no energy to pursue the
matter further.

Finally, we think that the quality of membership may
be more important than size. If members are happy with
the Meeting, then they are likely to give more. With this
in mind, Membership Committee would like to see, in
conjunction with other relevant FMC groups, a program
of "inreach," a deep and thoughtful exploration of who
we are and what we think we have to offer, both to
ourselves and to the outside world. The daylong retreat
on sharing our spiritual experiences, which was held here
in October, was very successful and a good beginning for
this kind of inreach.

Response of the Membership Committee to
Suggestions of the Ad Hoc Commiittee

December 2009
The Ad Hoc Committee requested that Membership
Committee consider, design and implement an outreach
process to expand membership and to work with existing
members to enhance the experience of community and

Trustees' 2009 Annual Report

As Trustees, we are responsible for management of our
facilities and oversight of our investments. In this past
year, thanks to our superb Facilities Manager and a fine
group of Center Residents, we have been able to focus
more of our energies on financial concerns (although it is
still true that the facilities occupy much of our time and
energy).

The generous gift that we received a year ago, as well
as the financial condition of the Meeting, have directed
our attention towards financial matters. As the Meeting
has decided to wait regarding the use the major gift until
a leading comes forward, we have made some decisions
on where to invest that money in the interim. For
liquidity, we have invested about a quarter of the gift in
insured certificates of deposit with a local credit union.

In our search to find an appropriate place to invest the
remainder of the gift, we have met with representatives of
New England Yearly Meeting Pooled Funds and are
exploring alternative investment vehicles that would
allow us to invest the gift proceeds in a manner consistent
with Friends ideals.

In consideration of the budget deficit, we have
completed a comprehensive review of the rates for our
facilities. We tend to charge less than comparable
institutions in the Harvard Square area, and so we have
chosen to increase our published rates by 10%. Although
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almost all of the organizations that use our facilities on a
regular basis pay less than the published rates, we hope
that they can give a bit more. Meeting for Business last
spring affirmed the policy that we have observed since
we expanded our building in the early nineties that we
have a mission to the community and to other
organizations which share our values (and which often
don't have much income). AA, Buddhist drummers, an
ESL class, Dances for Universal Peace and the
Cambridge Historical and Election Commissions are
among those who benefit from that mission.

It has been observed that the Trustees seem to be a
remote body. We continue to try to change that image by
actively connecting with other committees within our
Meeting. We have made an effort to interact with
Fellowship & Outreach, Marriage & Family Life, and
Ministry & Counsel as well as CQEW, Gardening &
Landscaping, Personnel, Office and Finance committees.
In addition, we have taken an active part in the Ad Hoc
committees for use of our gift and for addressing the
financial situation of our Meeting. We have established
an ad hoc Audit group to support our departing Treasurer
and to streamline the time consuming job of Meeting
Treasurer. While we have made these efforts to connect
with and support other entities within Meeting, we know
that we can always do better with communication. We
therefore encourage members and attenders with facility
or investment concerns to approach any Trustee with
their concerns.

While last year was characterized by relative stability
among our Center Residents, that settled state of affairs is
not always the rule. In accordance with our policy of
hiring a Center Resident for no more than three years
(experience has shown that this is an appropriate length
of time), Rebecca Olson finished her tenure with us at the
end of June. Since her departure, a significant amount of
time and energy has been expended in finding a
replacement. The well qualified person whom we hired
this summer discovered that the situation did not fit her
needs, and we are currently going through the intensive
search process yet again. As the Meeting considers a
possible re-structuring of staff, it is clear that the Trustees
need to look at the optimum solution for cleaning and
hosting needs of the Meeting.

As the Meeting addresses how we might encourage
more volunteer activity amongst our community, we
have also experienced the ebb and flow of that energy.
After sponsoring two disappointing workdays on
Saturdays last year, we had a heartening response to a
Sunday workday this October. We feel the need to
recognize two persons in particular who have contributed
substantially to the quality of life at our Meeting. All of
us have seen the results of John Bach's efforts with the
repaired shutters on the Friends' Center, as well as the

newly painted interior of the Meeting House, First Day
School rooms and bathrooms. These are just the more
obvious ways in which John has enriched our lives
through the improvement of our facilities. The facility
scheduling software was not working reliably last spring
and consuming a lot of staff time. Cornelia Parkes dug
into those problems this summer and resolved them so
that the facility scheduling is now functioning smoothly
again.

In the kitchen, we now have a new refrigerator as well
as two new stoves. On the third floor, where our Center
Residents live, there is now a new refrigerator as well as
new flooring in the kitchen. We have also established
regular meetings with the Center Residents. We
extended the hours for our Facilities Manager from 20 to
25 hours per week, which is more in keeping with the
actual number of hours he puts in. There is the sense that
there is still more work than there are hours in the week,
but there is no longer so much pressure to achieve the
impossible.

We are grateful for all of the support we have received
from our dedicated staff to the members and attenders
who have given time and energy towards the care of our
beautiful Meeting House and welcoming Friends' Center
as well as the financial well being of our Meeting. At
times, our charge seems a little overwhelming. That
support makes it all possible.

Jo Ellen Hillyer and David White, Co-clerks

First Day School Coordinator Annual Report

Joys

All but two of our teachers from the fall opted to
continue to teach this trimester, leaving fewer slots for
teachers than | had anticipated. So, for the first time |
turned away really great teachers. As a result, | do feel
like we are doing a good job supporting teachers, and |
am happy to see the relationships that are being built
between these adults and the children they work with.

For the first time in many years, | taught this fall —a
series of 5 lessons about Christmas with the high school
class. | enjoyed being back in the classroom and learned
a lot along with the kids. Sadly, the pageant was
scheduled for a very snowy Sunday, so most kids did not
get to see the fruits of the high school class’s work.
Working with the high schoolers gave me a strong sense
of how much the pageant means to our kids.

| feel privileged to share the hard work that we have
done at FMC with other meetings. | am regularly asked
to share our curriculum and our child abuse risk
reduction policy and practices. We also host visitors
from other Meetings who want to observe how we do
things. | am proud of the work we have done and are
doing, and hope that what we have learned can ease the
way for others.
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Challenges

Much of the last year has been spent working to come
up with clearer behavior expectations during childcare
time. Last year we experienced some physical conflicts
between kids — some in childcare and some in the after
meeting time. Together with the FDS committee |
worked to develop a protocol to try and make sure that
childcare was a safe place for all kids. We implemented
a protocol and did a lot of processing with families. This
fall we began a review of the protocol and have just
approved a significantly revised version. | am happy to
say that so far we have had no more serious incidents in
childcare, and | think our attention to the matter is
making a difference.

Supervision is an increasing part of my job. We hired
new Youth Programs Coordinator, Charlene Vincent,
who is new to Quakerism and, and a new (interim)
Assistant Coordinator, Holly Lapp. Our regular nursery
staff, Lucy Arrechea and Abeeda Hussain, remain the
same, but they were both abroad over the holidays which
meant quite a bit of scrambling for me. 1 am now in the
process of hiring a new Assistant Coordinator. Hiring
staff, getting new staff up to speed, and finding subs is a
big time commitment.

One of my biggest challenges has been implementing
our child sexual abuse risk reduction policy. New
questions come up all the time and | am grateful to have
the CARR Advisory Committee to go to as we try and
make sense how to apply our policy to the complexities
of real life. The biggest hurdle is section #8 which states
“The Meeting will provide information on child sexual
abuse risk reduction and support to families to assist them
in educating their children regarding sexuality, personal
boundaries, and assertiveness.” We are not in
compliance with this and never have been. After
determining that we did not have the knowledge in our
community to pull this off, | have spent this fall seeking
help from outside resources. | have learned a lot, but still
feel very far from implementing anything that would
even begin to fulfill the obligations of this policy. 1am
in the process of scheduling a workshop for adults
entitled “Understanding and Responding to Childhood
Sexuality,” but even this has proved much more
complicated than | had hoped.

Membership Committee Annual Report
Membership statistics for 2009:
-New adult members: 7
-Adult members transferred out: 3
-Adult members transferred in: 3
-Adult members resigned: 3
-New junior members (by parental request): 3
-Junior members discontinued: 16

Our committee busied itself, as always, with matters
pertaining to membership: the Clearness process, which
includes the presentation of applicants to Meeting for
Business for approval, their subsequent introduction at
the rise of Meeting for Worship, and a welcoming which
takes many forms, from a simple meal with one or two
members, to a large festive gathering. We held our
annual new members tea on May 3, 2009, always a
joyous occasion, with already good spirits enhanced by
the wonderful food prepared by our committee. Thanks
to the good work of our member Susan Davies, we have
also begun to update the vital task of keeping our
spreadsheet of information on new members.

We have nearly completed our revision to our entry in
the Book of Current Practices, which will clarify the
responsibilities of Membership Committee with regard to
various categories of membership (e.g. new, transferred,
junior). The revision will also clearly outline, as a
reference tool, all procedures to be followed for good
practice in relation to membership in FMC.

Over several of our meetings we held a deep
consideration of the Pendle Hill pamphlet by Thomas
Gates, Members One of Another. Gates speaks of the
aspects of our community that first appeal to attenders:
Meeting as a place of acceptance, and Meeting as a place
of shared values. But I think what moved us most deeply
was the idea that membership also carries with it the idea
of Meeting as a place of transformation, whereby joining
a meeting is just the beginning of a lifelong process. As
Gates says, "'In the liberal unprogrammed branch of
Quakerism, it seldom occurs to us to link membership
with transformation. And yet, in the early years of the
Quaker movement, spiritual transformation was the sine
gua non of membership." For Membership Committee
in particular, this carries the responsibility of "looking
after" our new members tenderly and responsibly as part
of an ongoing process of growth. We have not always
done this as carefully as we might, assuming rather that
our task is chiefly to encourage and then to shepherd
attenders through the membership process.

Some of the ways we hope to encourage new members'
continuing integration into FMC include: a better
introduction to our new members at Business Meeting; a
report from Clearness Committees to Nominating
Committee about what committees new members might
be most interested in joining, and a continuing effort on
the part of individual Clearness Committee conveners to
remain in touch with the applicants with whom they have
met.

Finally, we were asked by the Ad Hoc Committee on
Financial Crisis to "consider, design and implement an
outreach process to expand membership and to work
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with existing members to enhance the experience of
community and commitment.” With regard to the
question of expansion, we felt that in the short term, this
would have minimal impact on our financial shortfall,
and that increasing membership might in fact be
counterproductive to the quality of our Meeting, since
some feel that FMC is already too large. Most of us also
felt led to looking inward, to the health of our meeting, to
what defines us, rather than to outwardly directed
recruitment efforts (e.g. Quaker Quest). The daylong
retreat on sharing our spiritual experiences, which was
held here in October was very successful and a good
beginning for this kind of inreach, and we hope to see
more of this type of event.

Exhibits Committee Annual Report

The Exhibits Committee has displayed six shows in
2009. Betsy Hewitt’s warmly-inviting hand-woven rugs
began the year. For the months of January and February,
the walls came alive with her colorful patterns, inviting
us to remember that art, like spirituality, need not be
solely experienced in a frame or on a pedestal but can
form the very fabric of our day-to-day lives. We felt the
loss when the rugs came down and no longer held the
seasonal drabness at bay. Cambridge Friends School
hung their imaginative art work for March/April,
followed by Susan Knight photographs for May & June.
Her treatment of flowers was both subtle and engaging,
reminding us that seemingly everyday subject matter can
become transformed in to haunting images.

The theme for last summer’s potluck was Words &
Images. It was exciting to see the varied ways that
exhibitors responded to this theme. Although some
displayed both their own words and images together,
others saw it as an opportunity to pay homage to the
artistic expression of others.

In September and October, Doane Perry’s wonderfully
evocative landscape photographs graced the walls of the
Friends Center. His photographs seemed to transport the
viewer right into the landscape in a “you are there”
gestalt.

In November and December we ended the year with a
second potluck show, Standing Still in the Light: An
Active Place for an Awakened Heart. Isaac Penington
and other early Friends provided the inspiration for our
theme. Many submissions had both a sense of light and
sense of spiritual presence. We are currently privileged
to have Sara Sue Pennell’s vibrant pastel paintings on
exhibit. These include her famous Annual Report theme.
Not only are they visually delightful but some have
received coveted prizes as well. In March and April
Cambridge Quaker Earthcare Witness will exhibit based
on the theme of cherishing our environment. The May
and June show will once again display work from the
Cambridge Friends School. In keeping with tradition, we
plan to have a summer potluck show. The theme is yet to
be determined.

The committee considers the bi-monthly exhibits in the
Friends room as a venue for getting to know other
dimensions and gifts of individuals in our meeting
community. For some, these shows evoke a quality of
spiritual experience in the beholder, that is not only
enriching, but also in keeping with Quaker precepts.

If you are an artist, no matter what level, we encourage
you to contact anyone who is a member of the Exhibits
Committee. If you don't feel you have enough work to
display on your own, you might consider pairing up with
another member or attender for a joint show. The
Exhibits Committee would be glad to talk with you to
help arrange such a show.

Friends Meeting at Cambridge ~ Nancy Ruggiero, Presiding Clerk
William Satterthwaite, Assistant Clerk
Bruce Steiner, Recording Clerk
Joseph Tierney, Treasurer

Maureen Lanan, Assistant Treasurer

5 Longfellow Park
Cambridge MA 02138-4816
617-876-6883
fmcQuaker@iecc.com
www.fmcQuaker.org

To receive weekly email announcements,

send a blank email to fmcquaker-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Tom Ash, Friend in Residence
617-876-1868 fmcResident@iecc.com
John Field, Facilities Manager
617-354-3383  fmcFacility@iecc.com
Linda Jenkins, Meeting Secretary
617-876-6883 fmcQuaker@iecc.com
Rebecca Grunko, First Day School Coord.
617-666-8814 rgrunko@yahoo.com
Charlene Vincent, Youth Programs Coord.
857-928-8922 vincentcharlene@yahoo.com
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¢MC SPRING RETRE )

Cosponsored by Fellowship & Outreach and Membéshimittees

What Makes Us Come Aliv e?

WHEN? March 19" i 21%, 2010
WHERE? Notre Dame Spiritual Center - Alfred, Maine
WHO? Everyone in our FMC Community

Please come to share the fellowship, worship and laughter together.
Childcare is provided & families are encouraged to come!

Sliding Fee Scale $1®150 (Standard Rate of $125) per Adult for the weekend
Child (613) $60 Children under 4 are Free; Family Rate Maximum $325
Scholarships are available

Registration Form

Name of Adult(s) Attending:

Name/Ages of Children Attending:

Mailing Address:

Email Address: Telephone number
Transportation: 1 Ride Needed 1 Ride Offered
Scholarship Needed: T Yes T No
Registration for Retreat: $$
Additional donation towards a Scholarship: $$

Please enclose your check, payable to Friends Meeting at Cambridge & mail to:
Friends Meeting at Cambridgegtellan Park, Cambridge, MA 02138

I f you have any quest i-96585] orQavidRashB®4@46/l | Tom 06 Co
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6:00 p
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10:30a
10:30a
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3:00p
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7.00p
7:30p
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6:00 p

February 2010 Calendar

Cambridge Quaker Earthcare Witness Cmte
Fellowship & Outreach Cmte

Ministry & Counsel

Friends in Career Transition

Meeting for Worship

Sharing Circle (sponsored by Prison
Fellowship)

Peace & Social Concerns Cmte

Cmte for Care & Support

Personnel Cmte

Marriage & Family Life Cmte

No Forum: Extended Meeting for Worship
begins

Meeting for Worship continues

Family Meeting for Worship

Jr./Sr. High Worship

Chuck Woodbury Birthday Celebration
Prayer Circle

Skip Schiel’s Slide Show

Yoga Between Friends

Meeting for Worship

Trustees Cmte

Friends for Racial Justice Cmte-FORJ
Meeting for Worship

Sharing Circle (sponsored by Prison
Fellowship)

7:00 p Avrtists & Writers
7:00 p All-Meeting Retreat
9:00a All-Meeting Retreat

9:30a

10:30a
12:00n
1:15p
5:00p
11:59p
7:00p
7:00p
8:30a

Forum: Early Quakers and the Jews
- Leslie Higgins-Biddle
Meeting for Worship
Monthly Meeting Potluck Lunch
Business Meeting in Worship
Meeting for Worship
Bulletin Deadline
Ministry & Counsel
Friends in Career Transition
Midweek Worship

Sun 21
Mon 22
Tues 23
Wed 24
Fri 26
Sat 27
Sun 28
every Sat

every Sat

6:00 p

7:00p
9:00a
9:30a

10:30a
11:00 a

12:00 n
12:00 n
12:45p

5:00 p

7.00p
5:30p
7:00 p
8:30a
10:15a
6:00 p

11:59p
7.00p

10:30 a
9:00a
9:30a

10:30a
12:00 n

12:45p
1:00 p
1:15p

5:00p
11:59 p
9:30a
10:30 a

Sharing Circle (sponsored by Prison
Fellowship)

Nominating Cmte

FDS Cmte

Forum: Developing FMC's Priorities for
FCNL’s Legislative Work

-lan Harrington & Mary Gilbert

Meeting for Worship

Meeting for Worship near Textron Defense
Systems, Wilmington, MA

Gardening & Landscaping Cmte

Prayer Circle

True Story Theater: Aging Grace-Fully
Meeting for Worship

Finance Cmte

Prison Fellowship

Membership Cmte

Meeting for Worship

Bulletin Folding

Sharing Circle (sponsored by Prison
Fellowship)

Special Sources Grant Application Deadline
FMC Game Night (sponsored by Marriage
& Family Life Cmte

Library Cmte

Youth Programs trip to Peace Abbey

Forum: Dignity, Dependence, Denial:
Starting to Deal with End-of-Life Issues

- Cynthia Knowles
Meeting for Worship
Potluck Lunch (sponsored by Fellowship &
Outreach Cmte)
No Bereavement Group
Forum continuation with Cynthia Knowles
Possible Adjourned Business Meeting in
Worship
Meeting for Worship
Deadline for Staff Evaluation Comments
Alcoholics Anonymous (open meeting)
A Course in Miracles
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME-SENSITIVE MATERIAL

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP

Under the care of Friends Meeting at
Cambridge

Meetings at 5 Longfellow Park

Sundays 10:30 am
5:00 pm
Wednesdays 8:30to 10 am

South Shore Preparative Meeting
New England Friends Home

86 Turkey Hill Lane, Hingham
Sundays 10:00 am
Jim DeVeer, 781-982-0653

Worship Group at Brookhaven
1010 Waltham Street, Lexington
Sundays 10:30 am
Arthur and Sara Sue Pennell
781-862-8180

Other nearby worship opportunities:

Acton Friends Meeting

Minute Man ARC

130/150 Baker Avenue Extension
West Concord

Sundays 10:00 am
Amesbury Monthly Meeting

120 Friend St, Amesbury

Sundays 10:00 am

Beacon Hill Monthly Meeting
Beacon Hill Friends House
6 Chestnut Street, Boston
Sundays

Cambridge Friends School
CFS Library, 5 Cadbury Road

(off Sherman St), Cambridge
Tuesdays 8:30t0 9:00 am

10:30 am

Framingham Friends Meeting
841 Edmands Road, Framingham
Sundays 10:00 am
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Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting

at Cambridge Friends School

5 Cadbury Road, Cambridge

Sundays 10:00 am
Jamaica Plain Worship Group
trailer of First Baptist Church
633 Centre St, Jamaica Plain
2nd Sunday 6:00 pm
potluck 5:00 pm
Lawrence Monthly Meeting

Forest Street Union Church

15 Forest Street, Methuen

Sundays 2:00 pm
North Shore Monthly Meeting

Glen Urquhart School

74 Hart Street, Beverly Farms
Sundays 10:00 am
Wellesley Friends Meeting

26 Benvenue Street, Wellesley
Sundays 10:00 am



